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Wine and dandy
A downtown vino bar gives grown-ups a tasteful option
BY AMY CULBERTSON
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Zambrano Wine Cellar -- Z
Wine Cellar for short -- is still a
work in progress, but it's clearly
headed in the right direction.

Cef Zambrano, known to many
from his years as wine manager
at Del Frisco's, opened his own
place a couple of months ago -
- a sophisticated but easygoing
little downtown spot where
grown-ups can linger, explore
an interesting wine list and
graze on nibbles crafted with
care.

Warm woods and tall, cushy
two-tone leather banquettes
soften the 1907-vintage
exposed-brick walls. The bar is
topped with a gorgeous slab of
amethyst, illuminated from
within to glow softly. To our
mind, the flat-screen TV
mounted above the bar lowers
the tone a bit, but Zambrano
says his customers want to
watch the Cowboys.

Zambrano's thin-rimmed
wineglasses are a pleasure to
drink from, and on our visit, the
ever-evolving wine list offered
more than 40 wines by the
glass. Each can be had as a 6-
ounce full pour, at prices ranging from $7 to $25 (for a couple of the Napa cabs), or
a 3-ounce "taste" ($3.50-$12.50), allowing you to indulge your curiosity without
committing to a full glass.

Even better, if you like what you try, Zambrano will sell you a bottle to take home at
retail, roughly half the restaurant price. We felt like buying a case of the 2003
Legaris tempranillo ($10 a glass), a crianza (that means it's been aged at least a
year in oak) with beautiful structure and balance from Spain's Ribera del Duero
region.

The menu is evolving too. On our visit, four choices were available -- bruschetta, a
panino, a cheese-and-charcuterie platter and a pizza.

The fact that every one of these involved jamon Serrano didn't bother us, but we
were a little concerned about our vegetarian guest.

No problem: Our server suggested a half-meat, half-veggie pizza, and the cheese
plate rounded things out (all the more jamon and spicy salami for us). The pizza
($13.95) was one of the best I've had in Fort Worth, with a crispy crust, top-quality
ingredients -- artichoke hearts, red bell pepper, red onions and mushrooms, plus
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The beverages at Zambrano Wine Cellar can be
accompanied by a first-rate pizza or a meat and cheese
plate.
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Serrano and pepperoni on the meat side -- finished with an aromatic tumble of fresh
basil shreds.

Though served a little colder than the optimum temperature, the cheese plate
($14.95) was satisfying, too, with not only sharp Cheddar and Gouda but two
sheep's milk cheeses -- Manchego and Petit Basque -- as well as a creamy,
mushroomy brie.

Zambrano says he's expanding the menu, adding some salads, soups -- Hatch
green-chile chicken and tomato-basil -- and a chicken panino. Let's hope he keeps
the dark-chocolate ganache cake, though ($6.95). With a cup of French press and
the last of that lovely crianza, it made a dreamy ending to the evening.

Zambrano Wine Cellar

910 Houston St., Suite 110

Fort Worth
817-850-9463 (850-WINE)

Hours: 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 11-1 a.m. Friday-Saturday, 5-9 p.m.
Sunday

Cuisine: Wine and tapas

Essentials: Major credit cards, wine and beer, SF (smoking permitted at sidewalk
tables), WA

Cost: Tapas $6.95-$14.95

Signature dish: Gourmet pizza

Noise level: Background music -- sophisticated jazz and standards -- is played at a
perfect level, hearable but not intrusive.

Good to know: Owner Cef Zambrano has just begun offering lunch and plans to
stay open through the afternoon. There's Internet access, so you can bring your
laptop.

aculbertson@star-telegram.com
Amy Culbertson is the Star-Telegram food editor, 817-390-7421
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